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do for 'himself', but for that very reason, as stated before, there is much
which he has to do, and that is, in helping those who are on the lower
planes and need an uplifting hand.
This truth is brought out very clearly by Shree Krishna1 in the Bhag-
wat Gita in the following words :—
' There is nothing in the three worlds that should be done by Me,
nor anything unattained that might be attained; 'Yet I mingle in action.
For if I mingle not ever in action unwearied, men all around would
follow My path; these worlds would fall into ruin, if I did not perform
action; I should be the author of confusion, and should destroy these
creatures.5
If God acts thus for the good of His creatures, why should not man
do the like ? If all are dependent upon each. other as parts of an
Organism, and if the spiritually enlightened one has realised to himself
his identity with all that forms this unity, it would be a contradiction'
in terms to say that he has, by the very reason of his spiritual culture,
become a useless member of that brotherliood.
The Bhagwat Gita2 emphasises this lesson as follows :—
t( But the man who rejoiceth. in the Self; with. fixe Self is satisfied,
and is content in the Self, for Mm verily there is nothing to do. For
him there is no interest in things done in this world, nor any in tilings
not done, nor doth any object of his depend on any being. . . . [even
such a person has to perform action]. Janaba and others indeed
attained to perfection by action: then having an eye to the welfare
of the world, action should be performed. [For] whatsoever a great
man doeth, that other men also do ; the standard he setteth up, by
that the people go."
It must, indeed, be conceded, that the highest stage, contemplated
by the Veddnta, is beyond the reach of ordinary mortals. The patli
of the paramahamsa is, indeed, very difficult. It is said to be " sharp
as a razor37' and hardly one that the ordinary man can be expected
to tread.
1 Bhag. Qit. Ill, 22-24.                 thus the wise say the path [to the Self]
a III, 17-21.                           ls hard.
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edge of a razor as difficult to pass over;   W?T ^^T.'1

